
 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child and one community at a time 

Kiwanis Kapers 
Official publication of the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills, AZ 

February 2013 

Still time 

for that 

convention 
   It’s not too late to con-
sider attending the South-
west District midyear 
convention to be held in 

Santa Fe, N.M. March 1-2. 

   As club Secretary Betty 
Pantuso likes to say, dis-
trict conventions are not 
just for board members 
— they are for any Kiwan-
ian. Plus, they provide 
good experience and edu-
cation for the future lead-

ers of our club. 

   Most of the educational 
sessions will be on Satur-
day, equipping members 
with the tools they need 
to improve their clubs in 
such areas as member-
ship growth, service and 
commitment to the Ki-
wanis International and 
SW District goals. In addi-
tion, these sessions typi-
cally offer opportunities 
to hear ideas from Kiwan-
ians throughout the great 
Southwest — Arizona, 
New Mexico and a slice of 

Texas. 

   Would you rather attend 
the midyear conference in 
Santa Fe or the annual 
conference in Litchfield 
Park in the desert heat of 
July? That’s what we 
thought...If interested, 
see a club officer as soon 

as possible. 

STARS, Noon look to team up 
   The Noon Kiwanis Club has the unique 

opportunity to partner with Scottsdale 

Training & Rehabilitation Services 

(STARS) to form a local Aktion Club. 

   A growing trend among Kiwanis Inter-

national, the formation of an Aktion Club, 

sponsored by the Noon Club, could 

open up an entire new realm of service 

and partnership opportunities for our 

Fountain Hills club and other area Ki-

wanians. 

   An Aktion Club is a community-service 

group for adults living with disabilities. 

Its mission is to provide disabled adults 

an opportunity to develop initiative and 

leadership, to serve their community, to 

be integrated into society, and to dem-

onstrate the dignity and value of citizens 

living with disabilities. 

   STARS, which has a facility near Frank 

Lloyd Wright Blvd. and Via Linda, serves 

teens and adults with developmental 

disabilities such as autism, Down syn-

drome, cerebral palsy, brain injuries 

and other developmental, cognitive and 

intellectual disabilities. 

   Kiwanian Charlie Fox made the initial 

contact with STARS staff members about 

the possible formation of an Aktion Club, 

which will need hands-on support by our 

Fountain Hills club. Charlie and his wife, 

Margo, have an adult daughter, Renee, 

living with them who has disabilities. He 

had several discussions with them the 

past few months regarding this possible 

venture, and shortly after the new year 

began he and President-Elect Mike 

Scharnow met with them again. 

   Our board of directors will take up the 

topic Feb. 14, since there is an initial 

charter fee (roughly $500) that must be 

paid to Kiwanis International for the 

charter process, a banner, bell, gavel, 

etc. 

   Aktion Club members themselves will 

conduct their own meetings and choose 

their own service projects. 

   STARS staff members were encouraged by the 

prospects of forming such a club and felt their 

participants would fully embrace an Aktion Club 

and its many potential activities. 

   Individuals who live with disabilities often 

have many talents but little opportunity to de-

velop or apply them. These citizens have few 

chances to interact socially and function in soci-

ety. An Aktion Club provides an opportunity for 

them to do these very things. And it would be an 

awesome opportunity for our club and its mem-

bers to continue our mission of serving the chil-

dren (and adults) of the world in a unique fash-

ion.  

   More information will be announced as this 

process unfolds, since it is new for everyone 

involved. For now, however, please think about 

how you want to get involved with a future Ak-

tion Club. This truly will make a difference in 

our community and the Northeast Valley. 



A WORD FROM PRESIDENT ED KEHE: 

Busy start to 2013 

Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Talk about a "Kiwanis moment," nine emissaries of our club, led by Vice-President Al, traveled to Nogales, Sonora, 

Mexico, on January 12 to celebrate Three Kings Day with needy families in that community. In cooperation with the Ki-

wanis Club of Nogales, Arizona, our club distributed food, clothing, toys and games, and money for shoes, funded from 

our charitable budget and income from recycled cans collected by Paul, the Kan Man. It was a moving experience to see 

how little things that most of us take for granted bring such joy to those who have nothing. 

   Our first luncheon of the new year featured the White Elephant Auction conducted by renowned auctioneer Handsome 

Harry, ably assisted by President-Elect Mike. The laughter was almost continuous and we made $135, largely due to the 

keen eye and uncanny skill at bidding of new member Keith. The following week five club members visited the Scottsdale 

Young Professionals. It was good fellowship and interesting to see how other clubs operate. We intend to schedule 

monthly interclub visits to clubs within our division through May. Let us know if you would like to accompany us. 

   At the January board meeting Ed Cohen, Audit Committee Chairperson, reported on his meeting with Treasurer Bud 

Fuls. All accounts are in order, appropriate fiduciary procedures are in place, and previous recommendations of the audit 

committee have been instituted. Ed particularly complimented Bud on his good work as treasurer. 

   Dale and Jim Shepherd are replacing valves and handles on the hamburger/sausage hot griddle in the big trailer, nec-

essary maintenance to keep this equipment functional for another two or three years. Dale is also working with local 

cabinet artisan Mike Archambault on shelving for the auxiliary trailer. Bill Jaeger has called for volunteers to clean the 

trailers, all in preparation for the Great Fair. While we’re on the subject, I was amazed when I stepped into the storage 

shed recently. Everything was boxed, labeled, and neatly stashed with great organization. Who were the “Phantoms of 

the Shed” who did this super job in secret and without fanfare? 

   As January draws to a close we were anticipating the blood drive on January 25 and 26 under the leadership of Dr. Liz, 

assisted by Paul; a work party at the warehouse of Helen’s Hope Chest on January 25; and serving a meal at Ronald 

McDonald House on January 27, both organized by Al. 

   Our February 7 luncheon meeting showcases the famous Main Dish Contest, where volunteers will cook their favorite 

entree for the delight of membership. A special panel of judges will decide who gets the cash prize. At the board meeting 

the following week, Mike and Charlie Fox will present a proposal to sponsor an Aktion Club for the mentally and physi-

cally challenged at the STARS facility in Scottsdale. This would be a significant step, since it would be the first such club, 

as far as we know, in the Valley. 

   Also the board will award charitable gifts at this meeting based upon applications from prospective recipients who state 

requested amounts and how the money will be spent. This was a recommendation of the audit committee and a modifica-

tion of past procedure when awards were renewed annually without knowledge of actual need. 

   Based upon responses to the October member survey, facilitator chairperson Mike and member chairperson Margaret 

will focus on recruitment of new members during February and March. Current members are being asked to identify po-

tential candidates who will be hosted at a special meeting. February 22 through 24 is the Great Fair and our r-e-a-l-l-y 

big opportunity to raise funds for our charitable work. I trust that you will make time to work a couple shifts. It's also a 

lot of fun. Sign up with Mike. Finally, when you pass the check-in table at the next luncheon meeting, consider dropping 

your loose change in the Eliminate canister; ending maternal neonatal tetanus in the third world is a worthy cause. 

Thanks to Mike, Al, Bud, and all those who work selflessly behind the scenes. 
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White Elephant Mania 

Noon Kiwanis 

action photos 

by Jon Geller 

© Flash Geller 

Anyone want a decorative throw pillow? 

To kick off the new year, the club hosted a 

White Elephant Sale to help bolster the 

administrative fund. Handsome Harry 

Grider was recruited to be the main auc-

tioneer, while Mike Scharnow served as the 

Vanna White of the operations — holding 

up the items, modeling jewelry and the 

like. Tight-fisted members didn’t let too 

many moths out of their wallets, however. 

Luckily, Gary “Too Tall” Oakeson donated 

a Keurig coffee maker, and soon-to-be 

Kiwanian Keith Junk brought his check-

book. In the end, the admin coffers grew 

by $135. Members got many bargains that 

day. 
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Kiwanis Across the Border 
FH members reach out to Mexican families and their children 

   In spite of extremely low temperatures and long 

car rides to Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, on Saturday, 

January 12, 2013, the Dia de Los Tres Reyes Magos 

(Three Kings Day Celebration) held at the DIF Facil-

ity, which is a large park and shelter area about 7 

miles south of the border, was a great success!   

   This wonderful Kiwanis Project, begun in 2002 by 

Kiwanians Ron Smith and Joseph “Pepe” Wise, is 

now in its 11th year and seeks to address the need 

for warm clothing and toys which were presented to 

over 130 Mexican children from low income families 

in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. 

   For the 2013 Project, the Kiwanis Club (Noon) of 

Fountain Hills along with its sponsored Builders and 

K-Kids Clubs, with assistance from the Downtown 

Scottsdale Young Professionals Club as well as the 

Creative Child Care Preschool of Fountain Hills, col-

lected children’s clothing and stuffed animals as well 

as helped to raise over $1,000 in funds in financial 

support. The Noon Club’s Paul Appeldorn (known as 

“The Kan Man”) had successfully organized alumi-

num can drives in the past several years that helped 

to provide some of the funds needed to purchase 

clothing and shoes that were presented to children 

across the border.  The Club is also grateful to the U-

Haul Storage Facility of Fountain Hills for providing a 

rental truck to transport the clothes and toys to No-

gales last November.   

   Kiwanians Ed Kehe, Mike Scharnow, Gary 

Oakeson, Paul & Gail Appeldorn, Betty Pantuso, 

Keith & Penny Junk, and Al Roselieb traveled to No-

gales, Sonora to assist Nogales Kiwanians “Pepe” 

and Ramona Wise in distributing the clothing, toys, 

stuffed animals and providing a quick holiday snack 

for needy Nogales, Sonora children.  They had coop-

eration from the Department of Defense of the Inte-

gral Family which concentrates upon children’s pro-

grams in the State of Sonora, as well as from the Na-

tional Commission of Emergencies who provided 

ambulance transportation (no less) from the Interna-

tional Border crossing to the DIF site for our Arizona 

Kiwanians. 

   To see the beautiful smiles on the faces of the chil-

dren as they took turns whacking at the piñatas (a 

staple of Mexican party celebrations) and as they 

patiently formed long lines to receive their stuffed 

animals, toys and clothing really provide several 

unforgettable “Kiwanis” moments. Due to the ex-

tremely cold weather, the Three Kings Day Party 

organizers were not able to provide some of the tra-

ditional entertainment (face painting, puppet shows) 

that has been available in other years.  With the fail-

ing economies on both sides of the border, Project 

Chair Al Roselieb said, “I hope that we can continue 

this worthwhile project into the foreseeable future.” 

Scenes from the Three Kings Day party in Nogales, Mexico. 
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More scenes from Nogales, Mexico 

Keith Junks hands out stuffed animals at the event. 

Club Secretary Betty Pantuso makes sure the pho-

tographer is aware there is a cute baby present. 

Lots of goodies were available for the Three Kings Day holiday party. 

There were plenty of smiles to go around despite the cold temperatures. 

President Ed fights off the cold... 

This 

little 

guy was 

cold 

too, but 

he was 

awfully 

cute 

with that 

hat on! 
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Helping give more hope 
Susan Carland, right, outreach coordinator for Helen’s Hope Chest, gives a brief tour of the well-organized facility. 

Larry Spade and Al Roselieb work with Susan Car-

land to sort clothes and bag them for washing. 

More than a dozen large boxes were sorted. 

   A contingent of eight Noon Kiwanians traveled to Helen’s Hope Chest in 

Mesa Friday, Jan. 25, to sort through a huge collection of donated clothing 

that had to be categorized and laundered before being used by the facility. 

Those attending were Al Roselieb, 

Mike Scharnow, Don Williams, Bud 

Fuls, Jo Nelson, Jon Geller, Larry 

Spade, Bill Jaeger. They worked 

more than two hours at the facility 

on Stapley Drive. 

   Helen’s Hope Chest is designed 

like a specialty boutique where 

children and youths have the fun 

and excitement of making their 

own selections from age- and size-

specific rooms. Additional rooms 

are dedicated to gifts and toys for 

special occasions, sports equip-

ment, school uniforms and sup-

plies, toiletries and more. As you 

know, Helen’s Hope Chest pro-

vides these above items to foster 

children across the Valley. Foster 

children are often in desperate 

situations and many times have 

been moved from one location to 

another. Helen’s Hope Chest pro-

vides hope and self-esteem to 

these children of all ages. Don Williams sorts through some items. 
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Kiwanis musical: Grease 
By Mike Scharnow 

President-Elect/Newsletter Editor 

 

   Let’s face it, ladies and gentlemen, it’s 

not often that a by-line is published in 

the monthly “Kiwanis Kapers,” actually, 

make that the award-winning Kiwanis 

Kapers. The club president always gets 

his message on Page 2, and that’s the 

way it is. The rest, well, is done by 

someone else... 

   But on this special occasion, I just had 

to stick my name on this piece of writ-

ing because what I’m about to reveal is 

so shocking and so appalling that many 

of you may be wondering if this could 

be really true or not. I wouldn’t want 

you to attribute these zany facts to any-

one else or some anonymous person. 

No, this is the unadulterated truth. 

   Our cook trailer is full of GREASE. 

   I know some of you quite literally just 

fell off your rocking chairs, but I urge 

you to keep reading and soak in the 

hard, cold, shocking reality. The grease 

is on the grills. It’s on the walls and ceil-

ing. It’s in the grease collection pans. 

It’s in buckets. It’s on the floor. And 

after cooking burgers for oh so many 

years, it’s in my lungs. 

   I know all this because I helped clean 

the cook trailer and many of its parts a 

few weeks ago. Dale Schultz, the trailer 

guru himself, was present to ponder 

future improvements in our secondary 

trailer, aptly named “Moby” by Phyllis 

Horan and myself, since it resembles a 

giant white whale. But such guys as Bill 

Jaeger, Harry Grider, Paul Appeldorn, 

Larry Spade, Don Williams, Gary 

Oakeson and Keith Junk willingly tack-

led the grease and the cleaning. Did I 

mention the grease?  

   Of course the secret to our juicy and 

delicious hamburgers is the grease, but 

don’t tell the general public about it. 

However, it was important to let you in 

on this fact. Why, you ask? Because 

everyone in our wonderful club should 

partake in this fun-loving tradition and 

help clean the cook trailer at some 

point in their lives. It builds character, 

adds to the fellowship, helps our club 

goals, maintains the trailer.  

   Plus, it’s free...take home all the 

grease you want. 

Gary Oakeson, Keith Junk and Don Williams tackle the cleaning of cook trailer parts. 

Warning: This page 

contains graphic 

images of various 

stages of grease 

found in the cook 

trailer. Not suitable 

for all ages. Hide the 

children before 

viewing. Do not at-

tempt this at home. 



  February 5 Service project (serve lunch) at Phoenix Rescue Mission 

  February 7 Main Dish Contest at regular meeting 

  February 14 Sgt. Clay Sutherlin, commander of vice enforcement, Phoenix 

  February 21 Deputy Jill Ochsner, school resource officer, MCSO 

  Feb. 22-24 Food booth at Great Fair. Be there or be square! 

  February 28 NO MEETING 

  March 1-2 SW District Midyear Convention in Santa Fe, N.M. 

February 2013 Calendar 
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New member 
A big Noon Kiwanis welcome to Keith 

Junk, second from right, who was 

recently inducted into the club. Paul 

Appeldorn was his sponsor. Keith has 

jumped into the Kiwanis fold with 

both feet, as he and his wife have 

volunteered for several service pro-

jects already, including the big trip to 

Nogales. Keith even showed up to 

help clean the cook trailer on a re-

cent Thursday. He is a part-time resi-

dent who travels back to North Caro-

lina when he’s not in Fountain Hills. 

Welcome, Keith, and thanks for grac-

ing us with your spirit of volunteerism 

and good cheer! 

Real Energizers 
President Ed recently gave Energizer batteries to 

Treasurer Bud and Vice President Al in honor of their 

hard work and dedication behind the scenes. Both 

men attack their duties with energy, commitment and 

honor to the Kiwanis International cause. The work of 

a treasurer continues throughout the year, as he coor-

dinates many things with club officers and making 

sure we stay financially solvent and operable. Al has 

taken on the role of lining up programs for our meet-

ings each month as well as coordinating service or 

outreach projects into the community and beyond. 

Thank you, gentlemen, for your many hours of ser-

vice! 


